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Harar. Signer Pellas, one of the directors of the Company, greatly pleased me by making me a present of a brand-new coffee bag, which I am keeping as a souvenir. The full bags were beginning their long journey, via the Red Sea to the North Sea.
There is a story about this consignment of coffee. Like many other fine things, which subsequently grow into great things, it began with a casual idea, a thought, based upon the friendly relations which unite Germany and Italy. That was more than a year before. The Duce, to whom I mentioned'the idea at the time, at once adopted it, and in the most cordial and friendly manner put it into practice. Some time later I received a letter from the Italian Ministry of the Colonies, which informed me that the Head of the Italian Government had given instructions that, if practical ways and means could be found, a considerable quantity of coffee was to be sent as a gift to the German Winter Relief Fund.
But it was still too early for this splendid plan to be carried out. In the Empire in those days peace had hardly been established, and there were innumerable obstacles provided fay such things as the lack of vehicles, roads, and means of transport. Then, after a personal talk, and brief correspondence about the matter, an official of the Italian Colonial Ministry wrote, c Go to Italian East Africa, and fetch the coffee yourself; that is the only chance at the moment.'
The moment I received that letter I made up my mind to seize the first available opportunity of going to Italian East Africa, and of accepting the Duce's present in palpable form and forwarding it to the Winter Relief Fund.
However, between cup and lip. . . . Another whole year passed before I was able to be here, in Diredaua, in the land of coffee.
The lorries began their journey. The occasion attracted quite a lot of notice, and the many people who were about could read, on a placard fixed to the leading lorry, that this was a * Transport dcs Koffees mn Harar, Gesckcnk des Duce an